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BOROUGH  OF  BRIDGNORTH 


■'  ’ --^ORT  OF  THE  MEDI CAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, . JL940 ._ 

To  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Bridgnorth ._ 

. » 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  & Gent  Tertian* 

I present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1940. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority* 

Medical  Officer  Of  Health,  L.E*  Dickson,  M.D.  (part  time) 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Food  Inspector,  H.H. Thomas,  C.R.S.I. 
and  S .1  .E  .( jt .Board  ) (whole  time). 


S e c .. A . s TATIS TICS_  AND  SOCIAL  C ONDITipHS. JJP . jHE  AREA 


Area  in  acres . 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of 

(a)  resident  population  mid  1S40. 


2, SOS. 
5,590.  . 


(h  ) average  population  appropriate 
the  calculation  of  death  rates 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end 
1940.  according  to  the  Rate  Book. 

Ra  t e ab  le  v a lu  e . 

3um  represented  by  a penny  rate. 


to 

5 , 590 . 
of 

1,82:1. 
£27,377. 
£107-5-3 . 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Almost  all  of  the  evacuated  mothers  with  children  had 
returned  to  their  homes  by  the  end  of  the  year , but  a large 
number  of  the  unaccompanied  school  children  have  remained.  There 
has  been  fluctuation  of  the  population  owing  to  the  coming  and 
going  of  officially  evacuated  parents  and  children,  unofficially 
evacuated  persons  and  an  influx  of  workers  in  wartime  industries 
in  the  town.  There  were  270  unemployed  men  and  women  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  but  the  number  dropped  to  22  before  the 
end  of  the  year. 

The  former  industries  of  carpet  weaving  and  silk  printing 
have  ceased  temporarily  and  their  factories  have  been  taken  over 
by  wartime  industries. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STAiTISTICS|  OF  THE  YEAR 
Live  births-  Total.  M.  F. 


Legitimate . 
Illegitimate 

90. 

3. 

45.45.  ) 

1 o 2 . ) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 
mid  1940.  16.6 

Stillbirths- 
Legitimate . 
Illegitimate 

6. 

• 1 . 

2.  4.  ) 
1.  0.  ) 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
still  births. 

live  and 
70.0 

Deaths . 

86. 

50.36. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
average  population. 

estimated 

15.3 

Comparability 

factor 

0.8 

Adjusted  Death  Rate. 

12.3. 

There  were  two  deaths  due  to  enemy  action. 
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Deaths  from  'Puerperal  Causes?*-  RATE  PER  1,000  TOTAL  LIVE 

ANp_  STILLBIRTHS^'  * * 


Puerperal. Sepsis . 0. 

Other  Puerperal  Causes*  0* 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  42*1 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births.  44*4 

Ellegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births.  0.0 

Deaths  from  Cancer,  (all  ages),  11. 

"■  Measles*  0. 

" " Whooping  Cough.  0, 

" n Diarrhoea. (under  two  years  of  age)  0. 

Sec.  B . GENERAL  PROVIS I0NS_  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES.  IN  THE  AREA  . 


1.  Public  Health  Officers  see  above.. 

2.  There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  following  (a)  Laboratory 
facilities  (b  ) Ambulance  facilities  (c  ) Nursing  in  the  Home 
(d)  Treatment  centres  etc.  (e)  Hospitals.  The  dlslnfeotor 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital  is  worn  out  and  unusable,  It  has 
not  been  possible  to  repair  it, 

Sec  ,C.  SANITARY _ C 1RCUMST AN BES  _ IN_ THE _ AREA, 

1.  (1)  Water , There  have  been  no  extensions  or  additions  to 
*t he  'Public  Supply  system.  A chlorinating  apparatus  is 
being  installed  at  the  pumping  station.  Bacteriological 
analysis  of  the  water  from  the  reservoir  and  taps  in 
the  town  were  satisfactory* 

The  Quatford  extension  of  the  system  was  completed. 

The  Oldbury  Wells  spring  continues  to  supply  water 
for  the  standpipes  in  the  town.  A bacteriological 
analysis  of  this  water  was  not  so  satisfactory  as 
heretofore.  This  is  probably  due  to  stagnation  as  a 
result  of  decreased  use  of  this  supply. 

(2)  Drainage  and  Sewage,  To  new  sewers  were  laid  during  the 
year-, 

2 . Rivers  and  Streams . The  Cantem  brook  is  still  heavily 
pollute'dV  ’ 

3.  Closet  Accommodation.  It  has  been  decided  to  construct 
public  'lavatories  under  the  Town  Hall. 

4.  Public  Cleansing . The  public  refuse  tip  continues  to  be 
inf eVted  by~~rats  though  to  a lesser  degree  than  formerly. 

5.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  A report  by  Mr.  Thomas  is 
appended*.”” 

6.  Swimming  Baths.  There  have  been  no  fresh  developments. 

7.  Eradication  of  Bedbugs^  There  has  been  no  serious  trouble 
from*  infe’st  at  To  n^by^these  parasites  , 

8.  Schools.  St,  Leonard’s  Elementary  School  suffered  considerable 
damage  'from  enemy  action. 
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Sec ,D . 

HOUSING 

No  new  houses  have  been  built  in  the  year. 

Four  condemned  houses  have  been  reconditioned  and 
opened  to  meet  the  shortage  of  accommodation  for  workers  and 
wartime  industries. 

Two  houses  were  completely  demolished  by  enemy  action 
and  other  buildings  and  dwelling  houses  damaged  in  varying 
degree . 

Sec .S  . INS  33 CTI ON  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Slaughtering  and  the  distribution  of  meat  supplies  is 
now  centred  in  Wolverhampton. 

Four  persons  suffered  in  one  case  of  food  poisoning 
of  a mild  form.  No  specific  organism  was  discovered  by 
bacteriological  examination  and  no  sample  of  the  suspected  food 
was  available  for  inspection. 

Sec.F.  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 
' OTHER' ppSEffEB:/' 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  light. 

The  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  mild  and  there  were  no 
deaths . 

One  of  six  cases  of  Diptheria  was  of  virulent  type  and  fatal. 

Cases  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  vrtiich  were  made 
notifiable  on  25rd  Oct.  1939  were  few. 

No  action  to  provide  artificial  immunisation  against 
Diptheria  has  been  taken. 

Casos  of  Infectious  Diseases  admitted  to  the  Isolation 

Tfos’pi'tal. 

From  the  Borough.  From  the  Bridgnorth  Rural  Dist . 

Scar lbt  Fever,  6.  2. 

Diptheria.  6.  2. 

There  has  been  an  increasing  number  of  cases  of  scabies 
particularly  amongst  the  evacuated  children. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1940. 


Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total  Deaths 

Notified . 

to  Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

6 . 

6. 

0. 

Diptheria . 

6 . 

6 . 

1. 

Enteric  Fever. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Pueroeral  Pyrexia. 

2. 

3. 

0. 

Pneumonia. 

12. . 

4. 

4. 

Erysipelas . 

7. 

0. 

0. 

Me us le  s . 

9. 

0. 

0. 

Yh oo ping  Cough. 

1. 

0. 

0. 
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Analysis  of  the  total  Qcig^s  notified  under  ago  groups. 


Age  Group.  Scarlet  Diptheria.Puerpe ral  Pneumonia .Erysipo las 


1 year. 

2 years 

5 " 

4 ;i 

5 

10 
15 
20 
35 
45 
65 

6 upwards 


Fever  . 

tm 

M 

1 

IX 

3 

1 

1. 


Pyrexia 


2 

1 

2 

1 


2 

1 


2 


1 

4 

3 


1 

2 

3 


» Measles 

1. 

1. 

2. 


2 

1 

1 

1 


Ml 10  op- 
ting. 
Cough. 

1. 


CANCER^ 

^rom  ^ ancer  Jby  ag e_  di s tr ibu tion  • 


Age  Period, 


Deaths 


40  years 

1 

50  " 

1 

60  SI 

2 

70 

6 

80  M 

1 

Total, 

TiT 

TUBERCULOSIS . 

New  oases  and  Mortality  during  1940. 

. , „ . , 'New  Cases.  Deaths. 

— &e-  Respiratory  . Non -Respiratory . Respiratory"/  Fon -Respiratory 


1 year. 

5 years . 
15  « 

25  i! 

55  !i 
45  1! 

55  ii- 
65 

& upwards . 
Totals 


M 

1 

*• 

1 

m 

1 

M 

57 


F. 


F. 

1 


F. 


F 


1 * 2 , 


1 

17 


Notification  of  Tuberculosis  is  efficient  and  there  were  no 
non-no t if led  deaths. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.E’.  DICKSON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


SAN  IT  ARY  INSPECTOR  * S<  REPORT  FORJCHE  YEAR  1940^ 

To  the  Mayor , Aldermen  _and  Councillors^* 

Councillor  Mrs#  Wealo  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  a summary  of 
the  work  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  for  the  year  1940. 


Inspections  mado « » 627. 
Revisits.  61. 
Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Investigated.#  8. 
Number  of  promises  disinfected..  9. 
Inspections  under  the  Milk  & Dairies  Acts.  41* 
Inspections  under  the  Factories  Acts  etc..  57. 
Visits  to  Bakehouses.,  39. 
Visits  to  Meat  Depot  etc.  193. 
Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Examination.  6. 
Samples  of  Milk  taken  for  Examination#  7. 


SUPERVISION^  AND  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  v 

The  supply  of  meat  now  received  in  the  Borough  is  slaughtered 
at  the  Abattoir,  V/olverhampton,  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry 
of  Food,  All  meat  received  at  the  receiving  depot  for  the  Town 
and  district  is  inspected  before  being  distributed,  The  following 
is  a summary  of  the  food  examined  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  the  food 
of  man, 

Meat,  Offals  etc,  260  lbs.  Ham  14  lbs^  Fish  140  lbs, 

All  foods  that  are  found  to  be  unfit  are  removed  and  destroyed 
at  the  Council’s  destructor. 

Sampling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  is  now  undertaken  by  the 
County  Authorities,  and  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Ma  Hinson,  the 
County  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  following  information  regarding 
the  sampling  that  has  been  carried  out  in  the  Borough  under  the  Act. 

14  samples  were  taken,  all  being  milk  samples,  of  these  12  were 
found  to  be  genuine  and  two  not  genuine , The  latter  being 
deficient  in  fat. 

EVACUATION  SCHEME . 

During  the  year  19  claims  were  received  and  investigated  regarding 
damage  done  to  household  goods  by  evacuees.  In  all  cases  the 
claims  were  allowed. 

All  blankets  returned  from  the  billets  after  the  departure 
of  the  evacuees  were  first  disinfected  and  cleans-ed  before  being 
re-distributed  to  other  billets. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIE IS. 

During  the  year  7 samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  to 
Bacteriological  examination,  of  the  samples  taken  3 were  of 
graded  milk,  and  4 were  of  ungraded  milk. 

All  premises  are  regularly  inspected  and  oh  the 
whole  the  conditions  are  satisfactory. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

During  the  year  8 samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
analysis,  the  samples  were  taken  from  the  Reservoir,  Service  taps 
and.  the  Conduit  Supply.  The  results  of  the  analysis  show  that 
th$  water  maintains  a very  high  standard  of  purity. 
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HOUSING. 

Owing  1:0  circumstances  prevailing  no  Housing  Survey  was  made 
during  the  year,  and  it  was  difficult  to  proceed  with  drastic 
action  in  the  case  of  individual  unfit  houses.  Also  owing  to 
the  difficulties  of  obtaining  supplies  of  materials  and  the 
shortage  of  labour,  the  work  of  carrying  out  repairs  to 
houses  was  greatly  interfered  with. 

RATS_ MICE^  (DESTRUCTION  ) ACT 

The  provisions  of  this  Act  makes  it  the  responsibility  of  the 
owner  or  occupier  to  rid  premises  of  rats  and  mice.  The  degrees 
of  infestation  throughout  the  town  is  still  rather  high,  and 
the  only  effective  method  of  dealing  with  this  type  of  nuisance 
is  co-operation  between  the  local  authority  and  the  occupiers 
of  the  infested  property  and  the  launching  of  a drive  such  as 
a Rat  Week  when  the  greater  part  of  the  Borough  can  be  treated 
at  the  same  time. 


At  present  all  complaints  are  investigated  and 
baits  are  supplied  free  to  any  person  who  applies,  advise  and 
instructions  as  to  the  best  means  of  treating  the  premises  are 
given  to  the  occupiers  of  infested  property. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - DISI_NFE'CTI01yv 

After  notification  of  Infectious  Diseases,  all  infected  premises 
and  clothing  are  disinfected  by  fumigation.  Unfotunately  the 
Steam  -Disinfector  is  still  out  of  commission,  although  in  the 
absence  of  steam  disinfection,  fumigation  proves  to  be  quite 
efficient  in  some  cases,  there  are  others  which  can  only  be 
adwouately  treated  by  steam.  When  patients  are  treated  at 
home  disinfection  of  the  premises  is  carried  out  at  the 
termination  of  the  cases „ 

Disinfectants  are  supplied  free  of  charge  to  any 
person  making  application  for  a supply. 

I am,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  H.  THOMAS. 

SANITARY  INS PECTOR . 
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